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The Reed of 2775 piercing the Hand tbat 


leans upon it. 


8 — 
— * 
* 


DEMONSTRATION 


That the Arguments of the Right 


Reverend tne Lord Biſhop of London, 1n 
bis Second Paſtoral Letter againſt the 
Deiſts, are inconſiſtent with his Principles, 

as Biſhop of London, deſtroy his own local 
Religion, and therefore ſubvert the Cauſe 
of the Church of England. 


Submitted i in a Drscovse deliver'd at Hin 
ford in the County of Effex, 
MAY 2, 1730. 


By SIMON Cxoxk 11, B B 


To which is prefix 4d, an Eſſay in Defency or” 
Commendams and Pluralities in Six 
Dechcations. 
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LONDON: 
Printed for Bx x I. Ginxs, near Temple-Bar, 1730. 
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To the Right Reverend the Biſhop of 


E „with as much as poſhble 
in Commendam, and no more, 


To the Rev. the Rector of St. James's 


Church, by his Benefactors Piety, 
for his great Services to the Church. 


Jo the Rev. the V—r of Kenſington. 


To the Rev. the A— of Middleſex. 


Jo the Rev. the C of 1. 


And others, the more the merrier, 


And to thoſe who have nothing for a 


Commendam, being Singulars of 
the Plural Number, this is humbly 
dedicated. 
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Hollin aſt the faithful 
Word jo be bath 2 


taught, that he may be 
able by ſound Dodrins 
_ both 2 ex hort, and to 


convince the Gainſayers. 


= A HIS is an Inſtruction of St, 
7 dV Pau to Titus, whom he leſt 
l Crete, that he ſhould ſet in 
Order the Things that were 
wanting, or left undone, and ordain El. 


ders in every City, as I, ſays St. Paul, 


had appointed thee,; it is neither ſaid, nor 


imply d, that only Titus was left there for 
that Purpoſe ; nor that the Elders whom 
he ordain'd, had not themſelves a Power 
to ordain others, or were not equal to 


B Titus 
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Titus in Authority. This Epiſtle to him 


is not excluſive of other Elders, to whom 


the ſame Powers might be given in Crete; 
the Word Biſhop, and even Apoſtle and 


Elder, or Presbyter, being often ſynony- 


mous in the New Teſtament, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
2 John i. 3 John i. Adds i. 20.—xx. 28. 
Titus has in the Text a Direction, as a 
Biſhop zo hold ſaſt the faithful Mord, 
the ſound Dotirine, as HE HAD BEEN 
TAUGHT ;, by which Limitation, Titus, 
tho' a Biſhop, was not left at Liberty to 
teach his ozwn Word and Doctrine, diffe- 
rent from what St. Paul or the Holy 


Ghoſt had taught him. He was, by this, 


reſtraind from adding Dodtrines and 
Obligations of his own to thoſe of the 
Apoſtles ; and if Titus, an Apoſtolical 
Biſhop had not that Authority, much leſs 


can any other of that Name, at the Di- 


ſtance of Sixteen Hundred Years, who 


cannot produce a perſonal Delegation 


from the firſt, as ſpecific as He requires in 
the Orders, Faculties, and Credentials of 
others, claim that Commiſſion. 

Tirvus 
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Tirus, as a Biſhop, is commanded to 
exhort and to convince ; ſuch are oblig'd 


to labour in the Word, to Preach, to 


Teach, to explain, and ſearch the Scrip- 
tures more than others ; they are not ex- 
cus d, but doubly bound to Diligence, 
Learning, and Application, with ſound 
Dockrine, Uncorruptneſs, Sincerity, 
found Speech that cannot be condemn d, 
Titus ii. 7, 8. Doctrine and Principles 
that are true, and not inconſiſtent with 
themſelves; ſuch denominating any Man, 


in St. Paul s Words, Heretical, Self. con- 
dem d, Titus i ili, 10, 11. 


So that he who calls himſelf, or is 


call'd the Biſnop or Paſtor of a City or 
Territory, is to ſhew that bis Relation to 
it as ſuch is true, is of God's Appoint- 
ment, from Chriſt and the Apoſtles, be- 
fore he can challenge a Right to inſtru 
as ſuch, and to be hearken'd to in that 
Capacity. 


—_ E s'p E- 


a 


a 2 
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.. EsrECIALLY if he inculcates the Ne- 


ceſſity of Divine Revelation, and the In- 
ſufficieney of Humane Reaſon in Religion, 
he is oblig'd to point out his perſonal Re- 
lation as a Biſhop to that City or Ter- 
ritory in that Divine Revelation, becauſe 
himſelf inſiſts, that a Revelation is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and humane Schemes or In- 
ſtitutions are not binding or ſufficient in Re- 
ligion. f The Biſhop of London's firſt Point 
therefore, by his own Words and Propoſiti- 
on, in his Second Paſtoral Letter, is to ſhew 
that he is the. Biſhop of that Place. in that 
Divine Revelation, otherwiſe he himſelf de- 
Clares it is nat neceſſary to believe it, or him, 
as the Aſſerter of it; and if not in that, then 
not in any other Article of Doctrine. 


Ax Sincerity, Integrity, are concern'd 
in this Affair; when he very laudably 


+ Note, For Brevity and Diſpatch only, not for 


want of Reſpect or Decency, the Words He or Him, 


in this Diſcourſe are uſed to mean his Lerdſhip, 
whoſe perſonal Merit and Diſtinction are reverenc'd 
by this Author. | 

writes 


659 


writes and preaches for Revelation, (in 
which I will, by God's Grace, always Se- 
| cond him) as an honeſt Chriſtian he is ob- 
lig'd to ſhew Revelation for his being a 
Biſhop, that being the very Foundation of 
his writing and preaching to his People. 


I nor only aſſent to, but applaud his 
Arguments and Endeavours to convince 
Unbelievers, that Divine Revelation is 


neceſſary, and the Goſpel is that Revela- 
tion; I wou'd only Il that while he 


defends it, he ſhould not lay a Stumbling- 
Block in the Way of ſuch as would believe 
it, by not producing his Authority 1 in that 
Revelation; ſince that may give a Suſpicion, 
that while he inſiſts a Revelation is neceſ- 
ſary in Matters of Religion, he is not ſin- 

cere, as claiming a Roto Authority 
without it, 


War I woud at preſent enter upon, 
is, to remove, or repreſent, in order to 
their being remov'd, thoſe Obſtacles to the 
Belief of a Revelation, that occur in his 
Second 


* 
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Second Letter for it: "this is aſſiſting his 


own Purpoſe ; 'being neſtfer for Pan, nor | 


Apollos, bur for ns. el 

TRE Projifition of his Letter is ce that 
© Reaſon is no ſufficient Guide in Matters 
® of Religion, without the Help of Re- 
cr velation. He does not give his own De- 
finition, what is Reaſon, or what is Re- 
velation, at firſt, as in all Queſtions, every 
Man ought to explain his own Terms, ſince 
the Idea 1 annex to a Word, may differ 
from his. 


p. 2. He makes it an Inference of 


Unbelievers, that every Man is to have 
the framing of his own Religion,” he there- 
by confeſſes, that if He frames his own 
Religion, or any Man for him, that Man 
is an Unbeliever ; ſo that if His Religion 
be moſtly the Work of Man, a Humane 
Belief and Scheme, not reveal'd, it is not 
Divine, Chriſtian, true or neceſſary, but in- 
ſufficient, and as he intimates, Page 3. Sin- 
ful. 
EF. 


N 
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P. 4. He affirms, that Revelation muſk; 
Rand or fall by the Teſt of Reaſon,” andyet; 
that it is no ſufficient Guide in Matters of. 
Religion: by which he either makes the know. 
ing of Religion by Reaſon to be no Matter 
of R eligion, or that Religion muſt ſtand or fall 
by Reaſon, and yet that Reaſon is not'@> 
ſufficient Guide in Matters of Religion; 7 
ſo that, in his Words Religion muſt ſtand 
ar fall by what can neither ſupport nor 
overthrow it: Contradiction in Terms. 


As he does not give his own Definition 
of Reaſon, ſo he does not tell us whoſe 
Reaſon he means is inſufficient and ſinful, 
whether his own, or mine, or any partieu- 


lar Perſons ; for if he means that all Reaſon 


in general is bad or defect ive in Religion, 
then he overthrows his whole Book, which 
is His Reaſon addreſs d to the People; 
and indeed it ſeems ſurprizing he ſhou'd' 
expreſs himſelf in this Manner, © that Rea- 
ſon is inſufficient, and Revelation neceſſary,” 
and yet uſe that inſufficient Inſtrument, his 
Reaſon, without any Revelation, to back 
It, 


N 


C1 


it. By his Words, his Second Letter is no 
_ ſufficient Guide in Religion, being inſuffi- 


cient Reaſon, and that has no Revelation 
(which he makes neceſſary) to bear it out: 
what Revelation is there, which attends 
and enforces this Letter > and himſelf 
owns without Revelation, Reaſon, which 
is his Letter, is Defective. So that he 
writes a Letter of Reaſon, and tells us, 
we need not mind it; which is his Reaſon 
for writing it. 


P. 7. He obſerves, ce there is a Fal- 


* lacy inarguing from the Powers of Rea- 


fon, as they were in a State of Innocence, 
to what they arenow in a corrupt State, when 
the Paſſions and Appetites may byaſs the 


Judgment.” 


By theſe Words, the more there is in 
his own Religion to ſollicit the Paſſions and 
Appetites, as Pride, Policy, Intereſt, Flat- 
tery, Ambition, Hatred, Luxury, and the 
like, it is the more likely to corrupt his 
Reaſon, and he, by that, leſs likely, to. 

L have 


Gong 


have à true Religion, or to chuſe one for 
ahothery from his own MP 


f 42 4 { 532 # C1; *} 
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P. 8. His Loriithio W © that Reis 


ſon is not a Guide in Religion, tho' it is in 


uſual Affairs of Life, becauſe uſually it has 
ſenſible Experience to help it, but in Religion, 
is left more to Conjecture and Speculation;”. 

ALL is Conjecture and Speculation in 
proportion that is not expre/ly reveal d ; 
the major Part of his Religion in the Of- 
fices, Articles, Canons, Rubricks, &. not 
being expreſly reveal'd, (it is his Principle 
that Revelation is neceſſary) are Speculas 
tion and fallacious . in bis Own 


Expreſſion. ee 


P. 8. He affirms, that © Reaſon is no 
full Guide in Religion, becauſe the wiſer 
Men are about the Things of this World, 


the leſs wiſe they are uſually about the 


next.” Who is wiſer than his Lordſhip about 
the Things of this World? by that he 
owns himſelf leſs wiſe about the next, not 
fo good a judge of Religion. 

C . 


(0 


P. 8. HE Avers, eit will always be the 
Caſe of the greateſt Part of Mank ind, to 
think it much the ſame thing, whether 
Reaſon. be incapable, or hinder'd from be- 
ing ey dto frame a Rule of Lie 


Bizo RE, p. 2. mtg ſaid, © Noi Man 
was to have the framing of his own Re- 
ligion, that ſeems as if he was not to rea- 
ſon about it: Here he makes it an Argu- 
ment againſt Reaſon, that met. Men are 
and alenais will le indifferent about the 
Religious Uſe of it ; by which Words moſt 
Men are, and always will be deſtitute of Re- 
ligion. To whom then does his Lordſhip 
Write; if, as himſelf declares, to be indifferent 
about the Uſe of Reaſon in Religion, 2711 
atways be the Caſe of the greateſt Part of 
Mankind ? Or, whence does he prophecy 
that this will be always the Caſe of the 
Generality 2 If ſo, to endeavour to con- 
vince the Generality is of no uſe, and moſt 
Men, by his W will e be Un- 
e 


P. 9. Hz obſerves, & That all Men are 
| not 


eee 
BE I T 
8 
8 


Cm) 
not Philoſophers, and when Men der; 
that the Generality cannot judge which is 
Right or Wrong; that a Man's Abilities do 
not give him a Right to Aſſent and Obe- 
dience ; and that the ſame Philoſopher be- 
ing at one Time clear and poſitive in one 
Thing, then doubtful 'in the ſame, or 
changeable, his Opinion is a very unfit 
Guide wack the gs to follow.” THOR 

Ar- this to his Fordſhip s Reli gion: He 
owns here his Learning and Abilities give 
him no Right to Aſſent or Obedience; ſo 
that were all Men Philoſophers, has 
wou'd be no more Judges for others, than 
if they were'not Philoſophers : He allows, 


that if himſelf be clear at one Time, and 


at another doubtful, or changing, as he 
ſays even Philoſophers are, and therefore 
that he may be ſo himſelf, in his own Words, 
he alſo is a Euide very unfit for the People to 


follow ; and he writes to all Men, when he 


ſays that moſt Men are not Philoſophers 
enough to judge how he and other learned 
Men differ : His Lord{hip wou'd convince 
ſuch as he owns cannot judge of his Argu- 

C 2 ments. 


| 
{1 
1 
| 
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ments. The firſt Ide of his on 


perſuaſion have once advanc'd one Opinion, 
and then another, at one Time have been 
clear and poſitive, at another doubtful and 
wavering. Proofs of this are in many hun- 


dred Volumes of their Works now extant. 


A great Prelate once adranc' d one Opi- 


uiou abont the Oaths, and then lean'd ta 


another. The whole Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 


of England abounds with the Changes of 
Opinion of ſach Philoſophers, who are 


all therefore, by W own Words unfir 
Guides for the Peoples: 3 


Any yet his Lordſhiy's "ng is Kalke, 
for it is not the Change of Opinion, 
but the Reaſon. and Truth of it, that 
15 the Argument; The Apoſtles were 
bred Fews ; ; the Reformers were bred. 


Papiſts ; ſome have chang'd their O- 


pinion from the Church, - others for 
it: the Prayers and whole - Syſtem of 


the Church have been often chang'd, 


and may be again: if to change an Opinion 
be faulty, an Infidel muſt not be a Chriſti- 


an; he makes altering. Opinions an Ob- 


ject ion 


e 
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jection to the Sufficiency of a Man's Rea- 
ſan; and yet writes a Letter to alter Men's 
Opinions from Infidelity to the Goſpel. 


His Lord ſhip tells us, p. 9. that the Genera- 


| lityare no Judges of the different Reaſonings 


and Schemes of the Learned, and yet does 
not tell us who is Judge for the Generality, 
and leaves us ſtill in the Dark, by ſhewing 
no Judge for another, that is not under the 
ſame Diſadvantages. He ſays, Ability is 
no Right to command Belief, and Tuability 
which is the Caſe of moſt People, is no 
Judge: So that moſt being unable are no 
Judges ; the reſt, tho' able, are none ; and 
he writes a Letter as a Judge for you, to 


make you Judge of him and yourſelf, when 


he owns that none in the World, neither the 


Able nor the Unable are Judges of the 


Matter. 


P. 10. He affirms, © that God has fully 
and clearly declard in the Goſpel the 
Terms of his Favour, and it is vain to ex- 
pect Salvation in any other Way.” There- 
fore if his Lordſhip be in any other May 

than 
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than what ir fully and cleatly declardd in 
the' G Opel to be the Condition of Salo: 
n, he declares, it is vain to expect it. 


Terms of e 0 wich he brd are not- 
withſtanding that fully in the Goſpel, and 
therefore is another Way, and a vain Hope 
of Salvation in it, in his own Phraſe : His 
Lordſhip's Religion excommunicates, cuts 
off from Communion of Chriſt's Body, from 
Salvation, all who maintain certain Points 
againſt it, in the Canons; it makes more 
Terms, both of Miniſterial and Lay Con- 
formity, than the Goſpel” has made, and 
therefore is another Way, AND NOT IN 
REvELATION, which Hz MAKES NECESSA RY, 


£3.93 73 1 
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' Oarn of Canonical Obedience, | Teſti 


monials from any Perſon his Lordſhip pleaſes 


to approve, Aſſent and Conſent, Subſcriptions 
to certain Articles as ſtrict as if they were 
Apoſtolical, (like the Church of Rome) 
licenſe to Preach requir'd, tho' after Orders, 


the Codex Canonum, and Form of Worſhip 


and Diſcipline, not only profeſs'd and exer- 
cis d. 
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eis d, but requir d by his Lordſhip (Chriſt 
can hut require) Viſitations, Confirmations, 
Conſecrations, in the Mode and Circum- 
ſtances of his Lordſhip's Religion, even to 
Habits and Minute Ceremonies commanded, 
made. Terms of Communion; the entire 
Principles, Proceſs, and Execution of the 


Canon Law; alb excommunicated that ſay 


any Point of a certain Religion is not Apo* 


ſtolical, which is making every Point of it 


a Condition of Salvation: this is not in Re- 


oelation, which he makes neceſſary; and 


avers to be a full Declaration of the Terms 
of Salvation. Conſequently in his own 
Words, it is Reaſon without Revelation, a 

ain Hope, and a ſinful Preſumption: Nu- 


merous Circumſtances of his Lordſhip's Re- 


ligion are not in Revelation: and as he owns 
that is full, theſe are needleſs and evil in his 
Lordſhip's own Expreſſion. 


p. 10. He affirms, © the Goſpel has 
clearly declar'd the Terms of God's Fa- 


our; if clearly, then it is not neceſſary 
to go thro the Reaſoning and Schemes of 


Men, Page 9. and the Interpretations in 
Articles 


( 16 ) 


Articles and Forms of Belief, Synods, 


Councils, and the like, ſince introduc'd, 


are of no uſe. The clear Terms of Salva- 
tions are reveal'd. The Folio's of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Authority, Controverſy and Debate 
on Points ol Reli gion are a er e 


Pin. He offers 1 of 


Support under Calamity, and of Eaſe and 
Comfort, better than the - Philoſophers /” 


His Lordfhip's Religion has the moſt Eaſe 
and Comfort, the beſt Antidote to Calamity ; 


is it therefore the trueſt ? this directs Men to 


the moſt eaſy and en AE Reli, 1 in 
his eee 


P. 12. He intimates, e The Study of 
the Philoſophers is needleſs, ſince Revela- 


tion has furniſh d more perfect Rules and 
Precepts. 


Ayr v this to His own Religion, the 
Writings of ſach Divines, aud His ate 
uſeleſs, Reve/ation it ſelf being more per- 
fect and as plain to the meaneſt Capacities: 


and the Teachers of his Religion have been 


as much divided, as the Philoſophers. The 
Igno- 


15 * 17, 3. = 


Ignorance, of his Teachers may Ea wn 
gainſt the Ignorance of the other, ton heir, 
Contentions. Much of Big Lordſbip' Re- 
ligion is not Revelation, not 55 en a 
an Addition kt. 1 „ bl es 1 
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v. 1 TR He oblevcs, that Civil Frm 
eli 
gion on pre 1 —— ig as the "only. 
Way to: give them a, Sanction with the Pegs, 
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ApvLyY | this to his Teri which | is 
National,. P olitical, and” 1 Humane Douhts 
and Dithculties, as he ſpeaks, p. 16. havg 
been encreas d by it. It is accompany!ds: 
with his own Complaint of Darkneſs, Im- 
perfection, and Uncertainty: As there ent 
Need in his Words of a Divine Revelation 
before; ſo. there is Need of another to clear 
His; the Differences of ſuch a Scheme are 
as endleſs and irreconcilable, as he calls 
thoſe. of the Philoſophers... See the ILiſts of 
Controverſies, Caſes, ande litigated Hdints 
in Keelefjaſtical Writers. There are among 

them Species of Ariſtotelians, Stoicks, Cy- 
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nicks, Epicureans, Platoniſts, and all other 
Diviſions on Subjects not in "the Bible F 
— made ee N | 


p. 23. He avers, & that no one Philoſo- 
pher had more Right than another to impoſe 
his Scheme on Mankind ;” nor has his Lord- 
ſhipmore than another Chriſtian ; and © that 
ſetting aſide Rerelation, no one Perſon has 
at this Day any Authority to determine 
which Philoſopher was in the Right or 
Wrong; which leaves the greateſt Part of 
en in a Nato of endleſs Ferplexity.- 


s o among the different and bine dcr 
- Opinions of his Lordſhip's Religion, which 
are not in Revelation, no one Perſon has 
Authority to determine the Right or Wrong 
for another: The very Inſinuation of a Per- 
plexity from that Want tends to an infalli- 
ble Guide; conducts to the Church of Rome. 


P. 24. Hz avows © that the Goſpel is a 
ſure Rule of all we have to do; then his 
Lordſhip's Religion is more than all; he tells 
* that the 5 1 FR of Religion and Vir- 
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tue was concern'd in the Diſputes of Rea+ 
ſon; ” ſo ſtrict Obligation, Obedience, Aſ- 
ſent, or Belief, Eſſentiality of Humane 
Terms of Communion, iu His Lordſhip's 
Religion, affect the very Being of it. 


P. 25. He informs us, © that the Scrip- 
tures are abundantly ſufficient, and the People 
are not oblig d to enter into other Points; 

by which he abſolves them from entring in- 
to ſuch Points of his own Religion as are not 
in the Scripture: p. 26. He confeſſes, the 
Precepts of the Philoſophers had no weight, 
becauſe Humane, and wanted a Divine 
nene This 1 is dans to his OWN. 


P. 26. Hr charges Reaſon with Do- 
ctrines tending to encourage Wickedneſs, ill 
Principles, and ill Practices, eſpecially Fate, 
or the Neceſſity of Actions; ſo in a Cer- 
tain Religion there are Schemes of Cruelty, 


Extortion, Vanity and Oppreſſion; Opinions 


abſurd, Canons and Laws, and - Cuſtoms 
hard, unjuſt and unreaſonable ; Fate or Pre- 
_ deſtination enacted in the Articles made by 
Calvinifts, &c. His Lordſhip has incurr'd 
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another Miſtake ; among evil Practices and j 
Armiciples which he makes Objections to 
Reaſon, he has put ſome that occur in and 
under Revelation, which is an Obſtacle to it 
ereated 2085 his own n by 29. 27. 
35. f.) N. vI9V £ 1 10 9885 


Peg. He as us, it lis our Duty 
to receive a Revelation whole and entire; 
This oppoſes himſalf; for ſome Books were 
ręeeiy d as Scripture in the Primitive Times, 
Which are not now ſo receiy d, others are 
naw Geda: . ene then Were not ad- 
mitted, $74 1 Ci q 0401151 5111 10 21 b 
| BULVIED $6 14 I EH * 5AaRMAUNA 2: 

1 ON the 3 it is the! praiſc-wiorthy 
== Intention of this Letter to bring Men to a 
Belief and Practice of Revelation as the 
only. ſure and compleat Rule of Faith, and 
Manners: W hereas the Contradiction is, that 
the Religion of the Writer is a Scheme in the 
main out of that very Revelation, which 
alone he makes to be neceſſary, and he has 
taken Pains to prove there is as great an 


+ Approving and profeſſing Revenge; 'rejoycing in 
the Calamities of Enemies; Dr. Doune's Detence of 
Self Murder; the Hardſhips of Spiritual and Civil 
Se. » Poligamy, Concubinage, Divorce at Pleaſure, 
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Abuſe of Reaſon among many ho believe 


A Revelation, : as he Charges on ſuch : as did 
hot believe it. 0 N 
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INMNMOBAT 7 1 Y, which he charges on 
the Followers of Reaſon, conſ ſts not only 
in an extravagant Purſuit of ſenſual Objects; 
(to which yet that Religion, which like his, 
has the moſt of "Grandeur, and State · intereſt 
in it, may be the moſt Subject) püt it conſiſts 


likewiſe | in a Spitit of Ambition, Perſecufi- 
on, Hard- heartednefs, Avarice, and: Sins of 


the Spirit: Theſe are as immoral and licen= 

tibüs, as oppokte to the Golßel, as Carnal 
Sin“ : SpIRITOAL * W HORFDOM 3 that i: is, 
following, nor God's Word, "but Humane 


Inventions in Religion, is as much inveigh'd 
againſt in the Bible, as a profligate Life. 


Esel. xvi. 28.—-Kliii. 7. Bf. vi. 10. Platm 
cviii. 39. and other r 


Fux moſt obvious debe from the 


Neceffity and Excellency of Revelation, 
fo well dl by this Writer, is to re- 
move thoſe Difficulties and Diſcouragements 


* * the Works of Jobn de la Caſa, Archbiſhop 
of Zeuevento, and many others. 
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which another Biſhop had complain di in a 
Treatiſe, are ſet againſt the free Study of 
the Scriptures ; to promote that Search and 
Examination .of them, and that Learning 

which conduces to an End ſo noble and de- 
ſrable, to make the Bible in earneſt the 


 baly Rule of the public Religion, as well 


As pretend to own it ought to be ſo; for 
how can we believe a Man to be Serious or 
incere in calling Revelation the only ſure 
adequate. Guide of Religion, who at the 
] 
ſame Time profeſſes, and requires more than 
Revelation? who profeſſes a Religion out 
of that Revelation, which his Lordſhip con- 


tends is the only ſure, clear, and compleat 
Rule of Religion. | 
H ought. to have told us wha! Copy 
or Verſion of the Scripture, or what Num- 
ber of them, and by whom appointed is 
Revelation. This is what we are to expect 
from a Biſhop; he is to ſettle that ſure and 
perfect Rule; it is Part of his Lordſhip's 
Paſtoral Office ; otherwiſe He leaves us 
ſill uncertain: He is not to give us general 
Principles, and exhort us to take the reſt 
| ſirable 
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for granted, but to feed and inſtruct his 
Flock; to lead them into the Fold if gone 
aſtray; to anſwer our Doubts, Scruples, 
and Difficulties, to be inſtant in Seaſon, and 
out of Seaſon; to watch with. Chrift one 
Hour, who is the great Shepherd and Bi 


ſhop of the Soul; to convince the Conſcience 
and perſuade the Heart, by informing the | 


Judgment: We therefore deſire that his 
Lordſhip wou d eſtabliſh our Minds in the 
preſent Truth, and fix the only Eſſential, 
the only Fundamental, which himſelf al- 
lows, Revelation. We expect from his Lord- 
ſhip's Dictate to be aſſur d whether that Re- 
velation be the Tranſlation of the Bible 
here, which he uſes; whether he knows any 
material Errors in it, affecting Faith or 
Doctrine; whether it be the Truth of God, 
the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth; 
his Lordſhip very juſtly ſollicits his Readers 
to embrace a Revelation; to wiſh for it: 
Nothing is more our Wiſh than that he 
wou'd manifeſt the Bible-Verſion he uſes 
and enjoyns, to be that Revelation entire, 
unviolated, uncorrupted, and that we may 
<p our Thoughts about His Lordſhip's 
: autho- 
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authoriz 4 AP with that Frankneſs 
which is neceſſary to Know the Truth of 
e * 4 133 

"Hz is ; Tikewiſe to reconcile the Propoſi« 
tion, that Reaſon is no perfect Guide in 
Religion with this, aſſerted by his Lord- 
ſhip, that bis Church, his Reaſon, is ſuch. 


a Guide: elſe why i is it enjoyn * made ne- 


ceſlary, Excommunication, and Penalties. 
annex d to the Denial of it? The Reaſon 
of the Philoſophers before, and the Regſon 
of the Church ſince Revelation, in regard to 
Religion, how do they differ cis not Reaſon 
without Revelation, without Foundation in, 
the Bible,rather more Heatheniſh, more Dei- 
ſtical, more Infidel, now, than 4. hen there 
Was no Opportunity to know Revelation 2 
A 
"In his Lordſhip $ Propoſition, for Regen. 
put Church; that is, Zis Reaſon; that, by, 
his Principle, i is no ſufficient perfect Guide in, 
Religion : . unleſs his. Reaſou be different 
from Reaſon b by itſelf: In this Letter he 
exalts Reyelation, the Scripture, as the 
ouly Rule” of Religion; if it be the only 
Rule, 


9 
Rule, it cuts off Hi Lordſhip's Church at 
once: that being ſomething elſe; ſomething 
_ farther, over and above, or belides 

therefore another Rule : by which: he 
3 has overthrown his own Cauſe in an 
unforeſeen , but too effectual a Manner. N 


w this Occaſion, bis Lordwbiß tells us, 
18 Neri is a perfect Rule; becauſe 
he diſcourſes againſt Infidels: He then ſpeaks 
as a Chriſtian ; - he does not prove to us, 45 
a Canonical Biſhop, in bis Relation, it is a 
clear, ſure, per fect Rule; for then there wou'd 
be leſs need of a Paſtoral Letter. Can there 
be a Rule more then clear, ſure, and per- 
fect 2 After that, is he to be a ntctssary 
Interpreter of it? Then it is not clear; 
But he told us before, all are not Philoſo- 
phers. He can licenſe a Man to make it 
clear, if he likes Yig Credentials: In a 
Viſitation- Charge, or a4ofty Sermon, Re- 
velation is often repreſented as not clear 
and full, without the > Church. 


t:4 w L LL not enter into the Differences 
of h his Divines, Dr. Mare, Il hitby, Stilling- 
E Neet, 
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fleet, and Haiuthiind, their particular Noti- 
ons, thoſe of Archbiſhop T7//otſon, and Dr. 
Parker, Biſhop Taylor, Biſhop Wilkins; 
and Dr. Clarke, Dr. Spenſer, and Biſhop: 
Cumberland, Mr. Dodwell, Dr. Cudworth, 
Mr. Mede, Biſhop Burner, Biſhop. Hier- 

, Dr. Sherlock, Archbiſhop Maße, Bi- 


ſhop 1 „Dr. Bennet, Biſhop Hoadly ; 


with thouſands of the antient and modern 
Caſuiſts and Controvertiſts ; Philoſophers, 
among whom there is a boundleſs Diverſity. 


His Lordſhip i intimates by that they are unfit 


Guides, and we are not oblig d to obſeroe 
them; by which Humane and Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority in Religion, in His own SysTEM 
are levell'd to the Ground, and he Codex 
Canonum is abridg d to a T eſtament. 


Tuvs it is demonſtrated that the very 
Words, the Propoſition, of this Letter which 
is true, © that Reaſon is no ſufficient Guide 
in Matters of Religion without the Help of 
Revelation, overthrows that of the Wri- 
ter, which, in the Capacity in which he 
writes, is not in Revelation: and a farther 


Induction of Particulars, beyond what 
have 


(C 
have been mention d, in Doctrine, Opinion; 
Diſcipline, and Practice, will, on another 
Opportunity, be diſplay d. Whoſo looketh, 
ſays St. James, into the perfect Law 
- of Liberty, and continueth therein, not be- 
ing a forgetful Hearer, but a Doer of ths 
Work, that Man ſhall 6 bleſs'd in bis 
Deed. 


Ix is our Part to./anſwer. with the Peo- 
ple of Vruel, when Moſes read the Book 
of the Covenant in their Audience, all that 
the Lord hath ſaid, will we do, and be o- 
bedient. Then will he make us à Sanctu- 
ary and dwell amongſt us: We ſhall keep 
his Judgments, and do his Ordinances; not 
add to the Word that he commands 1 us, nor 
diminiſh from it ; for ſecret Things belong 
to the Lord our God]; but thoſe Things 
which are reveal'd belong unto us, that we 
may do all the Words ke Law: to 
ſtand in the Ways, and ſee and ask for the 

old Paths, where is the good Way, and 
walk therein, and we ſhall find Reft to our 
Souls: Not to Teach for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men, but to obſerve what 


Chriſt 


Cx) 
1 Chriſtcommaritied that we may prove what 
8 is that good and acceptable Will of God- 
{ | 51 877 71 » 


* Wars, conglude all with Kat. excel. 
bent Collect of the Church of England, in 
the Office for Good- Friday, 


* O Moiitf ful God. 555 aft . all 27 
and hateſt nothing that Thou haſt made; 


"447 
4 


nor wouldeft the Death of a Sinner, but 
rather that be Pond be converted: and 
live; bave Mercy upon all Fews, Turks, 
*.  Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from them 
all Inorauce, Hardneſs. of Heart, and 
Contempt of Thy Nord; and fo Fac them 
Home, bleſſed Lord, to thy Flock, that they 
may be ſaved among the Remnant of the 

true Iſraelites, and be made one Fold undey 
. one Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
' Tveth and rgigneth with thee and the Holy 
8 0 8 one God, World e ee 


FF 


$4. 
\.A ” 


a. 2 N + 52 


6 M 50 


- 


